Of Mice and Men Critical Analysis Paper


Much has been written about Of Mice and Men.  A good, shorter paper (3-4 pages—typed, double spaced) can be written about Of Mice and Men if the subject is narrowed to one symbol, allusion, or theme which appears throughout the novella.  Choose a symbol, allusion, or theme and trace and record the instances of its appearance throughout the novella. You may do this on your own, with Post-it notes, in your literature circles or from your discussion board.
Ask questions.  Answer those questions.  Formulate a thesis based on how the symbol, allusion, or theme supports an overall message.
Develop your topic into a 3-4 page paper (typed) in which you show how the  allusiom or theme illustrates or reflects a central idea.  Remember that you are writing about the novella, Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck--therefore you MUST have lines DIRECTLY QUOTED from the novella to support and explain you thesis.  You must also give CREDIT to the AUTHOR occasionally in this paper.  For lines from the novella and documenting sources use an MLA manual or refer to your Monster paper.

Objectives:

         To examine/analyze the allusion, or theme
         To incorporate quotations appropriately

         To analyze how an author uses symbolism, allusion, or theme to convey a message
Select one:

Symbols: hands, animals, card game, locations/setting, characters…
Allusions: Biblical

Themes: Nature of Dreams, The American Dream, Loneliness, Hope, Powerfulness, Fate, 
               Moral Ecology, gender (Focus on Female of the time period)…     
Prewriting procedures:

1.      Organize notes by section and use your DIDLS..

2.      Record any quotations that relate to your topic.

3.      Ask questions about your topic.  If you find the answers in future readings, record them. If not, submit them to the Discussion Board to see if your classmates or I have some ideas.

4.      Use quizzes and the literature circles to see if you missed something related to your topic.  A brief summary at the end of each section describing how the information relates to your topic might help you to remember items you'd like to use.  Explain how the action and the dialogue highlight your symbol, allusion or theme.

Tips for Success

         Complete the Prewriting procedures

         Study all passages that relate to your topic.

         Decide what you want to say about your topic. In other words, establish your thesis.

         Find the MOST effective points for proving your thesis.

         Think about, gather evidence for and write this paper AS YOU READ--Do not wait until the last minute to start this paper.
