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Walter Dean Myers’ Monster does it’s best to convince the reader that Steve Harmon is innocent. Everything is from Steve’s point of view, and the verdict of the jury further reinforces for the reader that Steve us innocent. But numerous excerpts of evidence prove the jury’s decision unjust. The testimonies of Bobo and Osvaldo are contrary to the jury’s decision and prove Steve guilty.


First of all, Bobo, possibly the most important prosecution witness, is telling the truth. Bobo, simply put, has nothing to lose. As he says in his testimony, “I’m doing a heavy and a half [7-10 yrs] up at Greenhaven” (Myers, 175). Bobo is already in jail and has no reason to try to lie to the judge about the Nesbitt murder. If anything, an honest testimony might win him a “break”. Under the circumstances, Bobo would have more incentive to tell the truth than to lie. With that in mind, we can take Bobo’s testimony against Steve seriously.


First, Bobo addresses Steve’s affiliation with the crime. On page 177, indicates Steve as the person who was the lookout. “Let the record show that Mr. Evans [Bobo] is pointing toward Steve Harmon” (Myers, 178), says Petrocelli. During his description of the crime, he again addresses Steve’s role as the lookout, as prompted by Petrocelli’s question. “You said that you received a sign from Mr. Harmon…(Petrocelli). He was supposed to tell us if there was anybody in the drugstore…(Bobo)” (Myers, 182). From the rumors of Steve’s involvement with King, Petrocelli finally proves through Bobo that Steve was an accomplice in the drugstore robbery.


Osvaldo, another important witness in prosecuting Steve, identifies both King and Steve at the beginning of his testimony. Osvaldo’s reason for joining the crime was because of fear. But not only fear of Bobo, fear of “Bobo, King, and Steve Harmon” (Myers, 87). This shows that not only is Steve involved with these “scary” guys, he is one of them. Proof for this is found in Steve’s 4th journal entry on July 9th: “All the times I had looked at him [King] and wanted to be tough like him” (Myers, 96). Evidence shows that Steve aspires to be a tough criminal like King and Bobo, Implicating him even further in the crime of killing Mr. Nesbitt. 



This wealth of proof in Steve’s guilt more or less proves the jury’s decision to be wrong and shows Steve’s testimony to be a blatant lie. And although Steve’s role in the crime may not be deserving of 25 years to life in prison, he deserves more than what he got, because this evidence has proven him guilty.


Myers, Walter Dean. Monster. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1999.

�Please note this is a rough draft. The student still needs to revise some citations and usage of quotes. However, in the end, this paper received a high mark for his logic and use of evidence.





