Short Fiction
Expert Group for________________________________

	Element
	Guiding Questions/Traits
	Findings & Evidence

	Setting
	1.  Augments a work’s realism and credibility

2.  Accentuates qualities of character

3.  Used to structure and shape the work

4.  Often symbolic

5.  Impacts/contributes atmosphere and mood

6.  Often underscores a work’s irony


	

	Plot
	1.  Who are the major and minor characters, and how do their characteristics put them in conflict?

2.  How does the action grow out of the major conflict? If there are contrasting conflicts (ideas or values), what are they and how are they brought about?

3.  How do the characters achieve or not achieve their goals?  

4.  At the end, are the characters changed or unchanged, enlightened or ignorant?  Is there resolution?

5.  How is it structured?

	

	Character
	1.  Characterization comes in many forms

     a.  Their actions reveal their qualities

     b.  Author’s description about the character

     c.  What character’s say and think

     d.  What others say tells us about character

     e.  The Author, speaking as a story teller or 

          observer

2.  What are the types of characters

3.  Reality and Probability of the characters


	

	POV
	1.  Why is it that POV?

2.  Is the POV reliable or unreliable?

3.  Does it seem real or probable?

4.  How does this POV impact time, actions, relationships?
5.  To what extent does the POV make the work interesting?

1.  What tense is predominantly used throughout the story?  If a single tense is used throughout, what is the affect of this constant tense?

2.  If tenses are mixed, why?  What is the purpose of mixed tenses?

3.  Is any special use made of the future tense?  What is the effect on the present and past circumstances?
	

	Tone
	1.  What attitudes can you identify and characterize?

2.  What makes the circumstances in the work admirable or understandable?

3.  What does the dialogue suggest about the author’s attitudes towards the characters?  What qualities of the diction permit and encourage your responses?

4.  Evaluate the speaker’s intelligence, sanity, if he/she is pragmatic etc.

5.  What ironies do you find in the work and to what extent?

6.  Do any words seem noteworthy or unusual?


	

	Symbolism
	Refer to your Reading Between the Lines notes
*What does the object or idea signify?
	

	Theme
	1.  Study the voice, dialogue, POV

2.  Study the character and the words of the 1st person speaker

3.  Study statements made by characters

4.  Study the work’s figures of speech

5.  Study how the characters represent ideas

6.  Study the work as an embodiment of ideas

7.  What is being valued? Sought after? Or what is the author trying to disprove?

8.  What is the essence of the work in one word?


	


