Short Fiction Test
Ways to Prepare for Your Test

UNIT OBJECTIVES: The focus of our short fiction unit was to introduce key literary terms, concepts, and how to conduct a close reading in order to respond and write about literature. 

       Test Overview

1. The test will take the entire class time.
2. The test will have approximately 5 sections on it. Each section will increase in difficulty due to the type of thinking required or the amount of writing you will have to do.
3. There will be a variety/combination of different types of test questions. The test will end with an essay response section.
4. The test will cover all of the stories we read. You may need to go back and review or re-read them. In addition to reviewing the stories, I have prepared a list below of key concepts and handout reminders to help you. On the back of this review sheet (and pg. 3) are guiding/study guide questions for your use.

Vocabulary

· Review your terms from the language log project

· Few questions, if any, will cover definitions

· The vocabulary will be used in sentences and questions. It will be up to you to know what a particular word means so you can answer the question.

· I will not remind you or tell you what a vocabulary word means—this is your responsibility

Story Elements

· Review your Stairway Analysis Worksheet you completed for “Poison”
· Be sure you understand the components of plot

· You can be asked about the story elements for any of the stories we read

· Review the essential questions on the website; you should also use the attached questions to help you prepare as well. These are the types of questions that could be asked of you—not memorizing the steps of plot

Symbolism

· Refer to your Fact & Information Organizer Worksheet. We took notes on this WS regarding symbolism

· We discussed symbolism at length with “The Lottery”, but symbolism is in all of our stories.

· Be able to identify any type of symbolism and explain how it is significant in the text

D.I.C.T.I.O.N.

· We took notes on what each letter represents

· We completed two exercises on DICTION for “The Necklace” and “The Gift of the Magi”

· Be able to identify these elements in a story and then analyze these elements to show how they create meaning in a text

The Story Elements

Writing About Setting


The Importance of Setting



1.  Does it make the work seem realistic and credible?



2.  How does it highlight qualities of the characters?



3.  How is the setting used to structure and shape the work



4.  Discuss how the setting is symbolic



5.  How does it impact/contribute to the atmosphere and mood of 



                    the work?

Writing About Plot and Structure


A.  All speech is motivated by action—therefore, conflict is inevitable



1.  Determine the conflict(s) for each character



2.  Conflict is directly related to doubt, tension, and interest


3.  Find the conflicts to determine the plot


B.  Essential Questions



1.  Who are the major and minor characters, and how do their 


                     

     characteristics put them in conflict?



2.  How does the action grow out of the major conflict? If there are 

     


     contrasting conflicts (ideas or values), what are they and how 


     

     are they brought about?



3.  How do the characters achieve or not achieve their goals?  



4.  At the end, are the characters changed or unchanged, 



     

     enlightened or ignorant?  Is there resolution?

Writing About Character


A.  Circumstance v. Character Traits



1.  Circumstances have value only if they demonstrate important 


    

      traits and qualities of the character



2.  Characterization comes in many forms




a.  Their actions reveal their qualities




b.  Author’s description about the character




c.  What character’s say and think




d.  What others say tells us about character




e.  The Author, speaking as a story teller or observer

Writing About Point of View


A.  Classify the type of POV in which the story is written



1.  Why is it that POV?



2.  Is the POV reliable or unreliable?



3.  Does it seem real or probable?



4.  How does this POV impact time, actions, and relationships?



5.  To what extent does the POV make the work interesting?

Writing About Idea or a Theme


A.  Idea vs. Theme



1.  Single words can be ideas, but often have to be made as a


     


     thesis statement before they can advance our understanding 





     (and we have to develop in writing).



2.  Most stories contain many ideas, but when one idea seems to 


     

     turn up over and over throughout a work, it is called theme.


B.  Ideas and Values



1.  Values-what is desired, sought, esteemed, and treasured



2.  Many ideas are values—EX: democracy, justice
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