Structure of the Odyssey
(Part I) Prologue- “Tell the Story”

· before the story begins

· to catch us up on what has happened  in Troy (in media res)

· gets us interested by telling us some of the key events that will happen

· Narrator-Homer

Part One (2): The Wanderings


Calypso, The Sweet Nymph
· Telemachus has been searching for his father for a year (although Odysseus has been gone for 19 years in total)

· This is actually the end of the challenges

· Homer begins to narrate, then Calypso after Hermes tells her to release him and then Odysseus speaks, goes back to Homer.

I Am Laertes’ Son…
· Odysseus has crashed on the King’s Island and he is now a guest at the court

· The purpose is to flashback and see the challenges Odysseus has made it through. This is the heart of the plot.

· The speaker is Odysseus—speaks about his men


The Lotus Eaters


The Cyclops


The Witch Circe


The Land of the Dead


The Witch Circe—she forewarns him of Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis

(Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis)



The Cattle of the Sun God


*Calypso


Finishes up at the King’s Court

Part Two (3): Coming Home


The Meeting of Father and Son
· Present time

· Transformation/revelation--The return—accepted or rejected

· Homer speaks first, Telemachus, Eumaeus, Odysseus

The Beggar & The Faithful Dog

· This reinforces the return and the themes of this epic

The Test of the Great Bow

Death at the Palace


Odysseus & Penelope

