Summary of Harrison Bergeron Essay
	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	· Overall, there is a strong sense of organization in the writing

· You understand what you should be doing with the writing 

· You connected back to the text in attempt to prove your point
	· Specific theme ideas

· Analysis vs. commentary vs. personal reactions 

· Writing about setting
· Effective use of quotes (which we had not fully covered at the time of the essay)


Specific Theme Ideas

Many of your essays were on the topic of equality. Although this is a valid theme, it is not stated in a manner that will help your essay to move forward, or take a strong direction. Here are some samples:
	AVOID
	BETTER
	BEST

	-In my essay I am going to talk about equality.
 -The theme of my essay is about equality.
-The theme of the story is about equality
	-Equality needs to have a decent limit for people to have the right to do things.
- Kurt Vonnegut’s “Harrison Bergeron” discusses the theme of inequality.
- In Kurt Vonnegut’s short story “Harrison Bergeron” the concept of the impossibility of true freedom is revealed and shown throughout the short fiction piece.


	-In 2081, being equal does not mean society will have peace.
-Kurt Vonnegut’s satirical approach of equality in “Harrison Bergeron” warns us of the dangers of technology.
-Although Kurt Vonnegut advocates freedom through Harrison Bergeron’s actions, he is also reminding us that freedom is not without responsibility.

	These are problematic for several reasons:
1. Avoid the use of “I” or “I am” construction. Your voice will be clear in the essay if you show us rather than tell us your ideas

2. The word “about” weakens the thesis statement because it is not a strong word. So rather than making an assertion, you set yourself up for summary.

3. Although equality is a valid and interesting theme, it needs to be narrowed to making some comments about equality
	These are almost there, but:
1. In the first thesis, the strength is that the student is defining the parameters of equality—that there needs to be a limit. Because of this, it is a stronger assertion since not all students would agree. However, this could be stronger if vague language is avoided (“things”).

2. Inequality is stronger than using the word equality in this essay since the story is satirical and full of irony. Satire and irony are based on the opposite of what we think, therefore, inequality is a contrast/or the opposite of what it seems like the story is about on the surface.

3. The third thesis has potential, but the student is not clear what they mean. It almost seems like the word impossibility and true are working against each other here.
	These work because:
1. Each thesis statement has a narrowed topic. Do you see the difference if you go back and look at the AVOID and BETTER column?

2. Once the theme is narrowed, it should also be an assertion. This means that the idea is original and debatable. It challenges the think and you as the writer to prove your point rather than summarize what you read.

3. These all use very strong verbs/language and because of that we can see the direction the essay will take.


Analysis vs. Commentary vs. Personal reactions
There truly is a difference among these three types of writing—and ultimately, your thinking. Take a look below
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Writing About Setting
Refer to your green hand out called “Writing About Literature”. There are guiding questions in regard to writing on this topic.

Effective Use of Quotes
Keep in mind that quotes are meant to prove and support ideas, not BE the idea. See the examples below:

	AVOID
	BETTER
	MOST EFFECTIVE

	For example, page 138, son of George and hazel, Harrison was handicapped with scrap-iron s since he was so monstrous in strength and size.
Anyone who would watch that would think “oh that guy was a lunatic” so equality has brought down that world so much that the parents think that too just like any other person that was brainwashed.
	"It was then that Diana Moon Glampers, the Handicapper General, came into the studio with a double-barreled ten-gauge shotgun. She fired twice, and the Emperor and the Empress were dead before they hit the floor."
“ Nobody was smarter than anyone else. Nobody was stronger or quicker than anybody else.” (Pg 133)  
	It takes place in the year 2081, America and after over 200 amendments everyone is “finally equal” (133).
In the rising action of the story, Harrison reached a point in which he took off his handicaps, and started dancing with a ballerina dancer, and "abandoned the laws of the land" (138).  



	These are problematic for several reasons:
1. Although quote 1 is attempting to use concrete details, the reader is assuming we have the story right in front of us and that we know exactly what he/she is referring to.
2. Quote 2 is not actually quoting real text. They are using quotes to imply their voice or tone of what they mean. This can be confusing to the reader and it is not proving the thesis since it is a strong, personal reaction rather than analysis/commentary.
	These are better, but…
1. Quote 1 is  an appropriate quote to use when discussing the plot. However, students often make two mistakes with quotes: They use them as the idea rather than having commentary that leads into the quote and they use a quote that is too long
It would be better to use snippets or only a few key words from this long passage to make the quote stronger and so that the focus is on the student’s idea.

2. The second quote also needs a lead in. However, where it is strong is that the quote is shorter and it is starting to reference the text using MLA format.
	These are better because...
1. Both of these examples are stronger because the students are relying on their own words and adding in a small portion of the text rather than the other way around. This shows the students are more fluid in their thoughts of the story, they have control of the analysis/commentary, and they are using their ideas to make meaning of the text—they are using the text to prove their point
2. The other quality of these examples is that the quote blends right into their sentence. It  is seamless; the quote does not interrupt the flow of the idea or sentence nor does the MLA citation. 
3. Please take note of how the in-text citation is done. Only the number is in parenthesis. Please do not include the word page or any abbreviation of the word page.


