“The Lottery”-Shirley Jackson
Symbolism Notes

*Something is a symbol only when it can signify (stand for) more than one idea


 



I. Some Key Points:

1. Symbols are not a direct association. For example, just because one might use red, it does not symbolize blood. Or another way to state it, is just because blood is red does not mean it is symbolic.

2. In order for something to be a symbol, it must have more than one possibility as to what it can mean (signify)
3. To determine a symbol, it is most likely not your first thought or the obvious thought. Again, avoid thinking in terms of direct associations like yellow=taxi or red =blood.

4. Sometimes symbols are tricky because they can be cultural. 

II. How to Identify and Think Through Symbolism

A. Identifying Symbols

1. Look for motifs (repeated ideas)

2. Colors 

3. Seasons

4. Names/people

5. Actions

6. Objects

7. Places/setting/location

8. Words or ideas characters say

9. Other?

B. Thought Process

-IDENTIFY=In the “Lottery” the word black is used over and over. There is a black box, black mark on the paper, made by the coal miner Mr. Summers. 

-WHAT CAN BLACK SIGNIFY?= death, destruction, sin, bad, evil, hell or underworld…

-SO WHAT, WHAT DOES THIS REALLY MEAN?=if the box is black perhaps that means this box represents the up coming death of a person in the town…But what else can be a black box? A person who cannot see past their own ideas…perhaps a black box is a coffin or a hearse…and perhaps the black box represents how the tradition is “dead” (has no meaning for the people” and therefore the tradition should really be done away with
