Writing 12

Creating Your Cause-Effect Map

1.  Create your map in Microsoft Word on a blank/new page

2.  Page Direction
· Click on “File” in the top menu bar

· Click on “Page Setup”

· Under the Margins tab, you should see a diagram for “Portrait” or “Landscape”

· Click on “Landscape” and then click on “OK”

3.  Write the title of your paper topic at the top.  If you do not have a title, then write your essential question at the top (EX: what causes students to be unmotivated about school)

4.  Creating Factor/Cause Boxes

· Click on “Insert” in the top menu bar

· Click on “Text Box”

· A “Create Your Drawing Here” box might show up, just hit DELETE.  You should still have the text box function working.  If you do, you will see a 

· To make the box, you hold the left side of the mouse down while you drag.  This will make the box smaller or larger

· Click inside the box to move the curser where you want it to be, and then you can begin typing your text.

· Repeat the steps in #4 each time you want to make a text box
· REMEMBER-causes should be measurable.  That means you could back them up with past or current research!
5.  Coloring your text boxes

· To add color, click on the text box so it is highlighted (you will see the border get darker)
· In the drawing tool bar (where you are able to click on paint, line, word art etc), click on the paint bucket.  

· To change your colors, click on the drop down arrow next to the paint bucket and then select your color you want

If you do not have the drawing tool bar on your computer, follow these directions…otherwise, you can ignore this(
· Click on “View” in the top menu bar

· Click on “Toolbars”

· In the drop down selections, click on “Drawing”

· The drawing tools should appear at the top, side, or bottom of your screen

6.  Creating the Arrows
· In the drawing tool bar, you should see and arrow.  Select it/click on it

· Follow the same guidelines as a text box.  Left click on the mouse and drag it to the location you like.  Then release the mouse and the arrow will stay in place

7.  Size of the Arrow

· Click on the arrow you would like to adjust.  When you click on it, you should see that it is highlighted or that the sizing circles are present

· In the drawing tool bar you will see three lines which increase in thickness.  Click on this.
· A size chart will appear.  Click on the size of the line you would like.  Please be consistent instead of randomly choose line sizes
8.  Color of the Arrow

· Click on the arrow you would like to adjust.  When you click on it, you should see that it is highlighted or that the sizing circles are present

· In the drawing tool bar you will see a paint brush.  This is to paint the line a different color

· Click on the drop down arrow next to the paint brush to see the color choices

· Select your color

*Remember that Blue=main causes
                           Red=contributory causes

9.  Reasoning

This is the whole point of the assignment. In text boxes, or different colored boxes, or even in the margins next to your causes, you need to explain why and how you linked your ideas.  Does one cause increase____ while _____ decreases this cause making it more remote?  Or do these factors combined influence ________.  Explain your ideas

10. Assessment-How the map is graded


· Title of the map (2 pts)
· Cause are logical and are measurable (5pts)
· Arrows are accurate colored red or blue to represent main and contributory causes (5pts)
· Arrows are larger or smaller in size to represent immediate or remote interactions/causes/effects-depending how you structure your map (5pts)
· Rational is described showing a relationship—not just summarizing or telling me what your idea is about (10pts)

· Neatness  (3pts)
Total point value=30






