Creative Non-Fiction & Research

A Multi Genre Approach to Writing

A multigenre paper is one approach to nonfiction writing.  It can “arise from research, experience, and imagination.  It is not an uninterrupted, expository monologue or a seamless narrative nor a collection of poems.  A multigenre paper is composed of many genres and subgenres; each piece is self contained, making a point of its own, yet connected by theme or topic and sometimes language, images, [voice] and content.”

     Romano, Tom.  Blending Genre, Alternating Style: Writing Multigenre Papers.  Portsmouth: 
            Boynton/Cook Heinemann, 2000.
Purpose: The purpose of a multigenre paper is many-layered. First and foremost, it is an opportunity to write and express yourself. Rather than writing in the Grammar A, more traditional format, you have a chance to explore writing in a non-linear fashion.  Also, this type of writing (Grammar B) promotes exploration, extends your thinking, and allows you to write from your strengths and interests.  Because it is a new way of thinking and sharing ideas, it will be challenging but rewarding. Lastly, it will cover many writing standards outlined by ACS.  
Standards:

2.  Students will comprehend, respond to, and analyze a wide variety of literary texts

· Identify characteristics of genres and subgenres that are used in poetry, fictional prose, drama, novel, short stories and other basic genres

4.  Students will write with a command of formal and informal English
· Edit for proper mechanics and format

5.  Students will write with clarity, logic, validity, and effectiveness on a wide range of topics and for a variety of purposes and audiences.
· Use rhetorical questions, parallelism, concrete images, figurative language, characterization, irony and dialogue to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect in written work

· Revise writing to clarify, highlight individual voice, give sentence variety, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with purpose, audience and genre.

What is a genre?
A genre is a type, style, and format of writing. For example, a traditional research paper is a genre but so is a newspaper editorial, a poem, a blog, wanted ad, plays, cartoons and so on.
Where do I start?

Your homework calendar will take you through this assignment step-by step.  Teacher created materials will be given to you as we progress, but much of the work comes from your interests, research, exploration in writing, and finally editing and revising.  The paper requirements are listed on the next page.

Paper Requirements

I.  Title Page


-the title page is the first thing the audience sees.  It must include the 


following information:

· Title of your paper-NOT underlined or italicized unless needed *NO word art*
· Your first and last name

· Class title: Writing 12
· Due date
II.  Preface


-the preface is reflection page giving the reader some back ground 


information on why you chose your particular topic and how you 


approached the paper.  It must include the following information:

· Title: Preface (NOT underlined or italicized)
· What surprised you about this project.  You should write about your topic, the process of researching and creating the genre pieces
· What did you learn about writing in different genres as a way of inquiring into your topic and communicating what you know
· Tell me about the best piece of writing in your project and why it is the best
· Tell me about the weakest piece of writing in your project and describe why it is the weakest
· What did the multigenre format enable you to do with your topic that a more traditional research paper would not have?
· What was the most challenging aspect of writing this paper? What would have made it easier?
· What was the main thing you were trying to convey about your topic to your reader? Do you think you succeeded? Explain how
III.  Table of Contents


-the table of contents breaks down each section of your paper so your 


audience can quickly find information:

· Title: Table of Contents (NOT underlined or italicized)
· Titles of the genres on the left

· Page numbers on the right

· Appendix (pagination may not be required here)

IV.  Project Introduction


-the project introduction is a chance to introduce your audience to the


main “gist” of your paper. It is to give your audience background 


information on your topic before they read your paper, and it reads more 
like a traditional essay. You will include research in this section of the 
paper as well as in-text citations. This is 
different from the Preface. The 
Preface shows insight into how you approached your paper, whereas 
the introduction is informative so the audience receives some 
background knowledge in the content area you have chosen.
· Introduction
· Body should cover: 

1. historical background (what has been said in the past or what are the issues leading up to your approach to the topic
2. Discussion of your topic with current research

3. Where this topic might lead us in the future (success, failure, new technology, insight into…)

· Conclusion

V. Multigenre Paper


-the multigenre paper is your creation.  However, you are required to 

work from a list of genres and follow the guidelines for the research.  
See table below as well as the sections on research requirements.
· Your paper consists of at least 7 genres

· You must have 3 base genres; Genre 1 must be a base genre
· Visual genres may be used to enhance your paper.  In some 
cases*, they may count as a base genre, but you must have 
teacher approval!
· You may not repeat any one type of genre until you have used 

     5 different genres
	Base Genres
	Supporting Genres
	Visual Genres

	Autobiography
	Advice Column
	Book Jacket

	Campaign Speech
	Advertisement
	Cartoon/Comic Strip*

	Dialogue
	Announcement
	CD Cover

	Diary
	Encyclopedia Entry
	Illustration

	Eulogy
	Eyewitness Account
	Mandala

	Informative Essay
	Job Application
	Map w/ legend

	Narrative Essay
	Letter/e-mail/Blog
	Photo w/ Description

	Persuasive Essay
	Menu
	Photo Gallery*

	Interview
	Obituary
	Story Board*

	Memory/Memoir
	Personal Commentary
	Travel Brochure/Poster

	One Act Play
	Resume
	Wanted Poster

	Poetry
	Song/Ballad
	Other?

	Stream of Consciousness
	Other?
	


VI.  End Notes, Footnotes (may or may not be required for the paper)

-End notes and footnotes are similar. Footnotes occur at the bottom of the 
page and end notes occur after the text.  The purpose of these formats is 
for you to give your audience additional information about what you are 
writing without interrupting the flow of your paper.  For example, you may 
reference a King and in the footnotes/endnotes, you could give us some 
quick information on the king and the years of his reign.

· Most of you will have an end note/footnote  at some point in your paper.  I will show you how to create end notes/footnotes.  There is a formatting tool in Word which makes this easier.
· End notes must follow proper MLA formatting

VII. Bibliography


-The bibliography is required and must be included.  If it is not included or 
you have omitted citations used in your paper, you will receive a ZERO 
“0” on your paper.

· Must follow all conventions of MLA formatting and citations
Idea Development


Generating ideas for your paper, and then narrowing the focus, is a critical step in prewriting for your multigenre research paper. Your topic may not come to you right away, or you may have several possibilities at your finger tips.  So where do you begin? Follow the guidelines below:
Questions

1.  Is there a human element to this topic? Could I place myself in this writing or create a persona who would represent my message?

2.  What about this topic is researchable? Or is my topic too personal?
3.  Does my topic allow for choice, multiple genres, or even visual/media?

4.  Am I genuinely interested in this topic? Will it sustain me for the quarter?

Suggestions

1.  Limit the setting or location of the piece
2.  Focus on an indelible moment or central act

3.  Consider point of view

4.  Things that are crucial (object, concept, idea—identifies who we are & what we value)
5.  Consider your areas of interest: math, science, technology; literature, history, language; theatre, arts, dance, music; health sciences, outdoors, sports; society, social situations, current events; cultures, traveling…

Choosing Genres

Your opening genre is the most significant because it will establish the essence of your paper.  Before you select the genres from the table (see page 3), you need to ask yourself how this genre conveys your message.  

1. Will this genre support/enhance my idea? Will it seem forced, or confuse my readers?
2. Will this genre create an image in my reader’s mind?

3. Will this genre, combined with effective word choice, powerfully express my idea?

4. How will this genre lend itself to the unity of my paper?

Repetend

The repetend is an essential component of the multigenre paper.  It is something within the paper that repeats or continues, thus unifying the paper while giving the reader a sense of the writer’s voice. A repetend can be an image, phrase, voice, genre or even typography that is repeated.
A multigenre paper is not “main stream” writing and truly requires, but also captures, your audiences’ attention.  As an effective writer, you must consider your idea development, style, and structure so that your audience is not confused as they read from genre to genre.  The repetend provides unity and creativity.
Research Requirements—Note Taking—Annotated Bibliography

Your multigenre paper will be based on research you conduct in the library and in/outside of class. Research does require critical thinking and academic honesty. Therefore, guidelines are in place to support you through this process.

Things to Consider:

1. You will create an annotated bibliography of your sources following MLA 
2. You must have & keep a copy of all sources you gather and use

3. You might copy and paste a web/data base article in Word to save paper

4.  You will take notes from all your sources, type them, and submit them
5.  Copy or print a source only if it contains useful information
	Choose a variety of sources from the list 
	Print Sources

Can be online
	Non-print Sources
	Other

	
	Books

Plays 

Poems

Song Lyrics

Journals

Magazines

Newspapers

Transcripts
	Data Bases (Nettrekker)
Valid Internet Sites 

                (no Wiki sites!)

Radio broadcasts 

Video Streaming

Informative Videos

ideo St


	Valid You Tube Videos

Mainstream DVDs

Music

Visual Media,     Images, 3D arts

Art prints

Personal Interviews

Artifacts



	Required
	4
	5
	optional


Note Taking
We will cover a few approaches to note taking in class
Annotated Bibliography
An annotated bibliography is a record of your sources in MLA format coupled with a brief summary of the source in paragraph form.  You will have 9 or more sources in your annotated bibliography.  This will be typed and turned in. Below is a sample of an annotated bibliography. 
Student Name

Class

Date

Sample Annotated Bibliography

Romano, Tom.  Blending Genre, Alternating Style: Writing Multigenre Papers.  Portsmouth: 

Boynton/Cook Publishers, 2000.  


Dr. Romano’s book is a source on writing a multigenre paper.  He discusses the origin of 
this writing style for himself and how teachers and students can use it as a more creative 
and mastery approach to writing.  He details the five components of the multigenre paper, 
provides student samples, and has excerpts how teachers approach and manage this at 
various grade levels.  

Next source goes here. All sources should be in MLA format.  This means alphabetical order, 

reverse indent, and properly cited according to the type of source.


Just as the sample above, your annotation for your cited source comes directly beneath it.  
The annotation should be less than 100 words (30-60 is typical).  Be sure your 
annotation addresses who the intended audience is, special features about the 
information, the gist of the source, and any other information which will remind you 
why you selected the source to begin with.
Next source will follow and so on.  Remember, you will have 9 or more sources you cite in this


annotated bibliography. 

Annotation goes here.  This page is then later used to help you create your Works Cited

page at the end of the multigenre paper, final draft.

Next Source.


Annotation goes here and so on.

Paper Topic & Research Proposal

Date:  January 27, 2009
To: Mrs. Greer

From: 

Subject of My Paper:

Why Writing about this topic will be beneficial to me…
Thesis/Theme of my paper…
Approach to my paper…
[what genres do you anticipate using & why. Also think about the layout or structure of how it will be on the page.  Do you anticipate incorporating media or other forms of artifacts?]

Intended audience of my paper…
Kinds of sources I will use and why they will benefit my paper…
*Attached is my annotated bibliography
Check List for the Multigenre Research Paper
	Done
	Task
	Due Date
	Points

	
	Created a list of 5-10 ideas 
	Jan 14
	10

	
	Narrowed my topic focus and submitted it by the end of class
	Jan 20
	5

	
	Gathered 3 print/6 non-print sources for research
	Jan 20-26
	-----

	
	Taken notes on my research; notes are typed
	Jan 26
	30

	
	· Submitted my notes to turnitin.com by 9PM
	Jan 27
	10

	
	Created a working annotated bibliography and it is in MLA style
	Jan 27
	20

	
	· Submitted by email to Mrs Greer my annotated bibliography by 9PM 
	Jan 27
	15

	
	Typed and submitted my proposal form by the end of class
	Jan 28
	15

	
	Introduction, with in-text citations, is written  
	Feb 1-3
	30   WP

	
	· Introduction is submitted by email to turnitin.com by or before 9 PM
	Feb 4
	10

	
	Revisions of Introduction have been made &  printed for class
	Feb 5
	10/ 15 WP

	
	· Peer Review of Intro for IDEAS, ORGZ, SENTENCE FLUENCY
	Feb 9
	25  WP

	
	Genre 1 is written in rough draft form
	Feb 11
	----

	
	· Genre 1 is submitted by email to Mrs. Greer by 9 PM
	Feb 16
	15

	
	· Revise Genre 1 & Teacher conference
	Feb 18
	15  WP

	(Feb 18)
	Genre 2 is written in rough draft form
	-----
	----

	(Feb 22)
	Genre 3 is written in rough draft form 
	-----
	----

	
	· Genres 1-3 are printed for class and Peer Reviewed in class today
	Feb 24
	10/ 25 + WP

	(Feb 26)
	Genres 4 & 5 are written in rough draft form
	-----
	----

	(Mar 2)
	Genres 6 & 7 are written in rough draft form
	----
	----

	
	· Genres 4-7 are submitted by email to Mrs Greer by 9 PM
	Mar 3
	15/WP

	(Mar 4-9)
	Revisions of the Intro and MG paper –add title page, preface, table of contents, Bibliography & Appendix--Print for next class to Peer Review
	----
	WP

	
	· Peer Review revised MG paper w/ intro--Appendix
	Mar 12
	25 + WP

	
	· Submit last full revision to Mrs Greer by email by 9 PM
	Mar 15
	15

	
	Multigenre research paper in its entirety is due!
	Mar 16
	175  PA

	
	· Submit to turnitin.com as well
	Mar 16
	



Order of the Paper Components

1. Title Page-5 pts
2. Preface -10 pts
3. Table of Contents-5 pts
4. Introduction-25 pts
5. Genre 1

6. Genre 2

7. Genre 3

8. Genre 4

Multi-genre paper-100 pts
9. Genre 5

10. Genre 6

11. Genre 7 (if you have more genres, then they would follow in order)

12. End Notes/Footnotes/Epilogue (if necessary)
13. Bibliography-15 pts
14. Appendix-15 pts

Homework Points= 180





Writing Process= 270


Points


        Base genres-25 pts ea.


        Supporting genres-15 pts ea


        Peer Reviews-25 pts ea


Performance


Assessment Points=175
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