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	Component
	5
	4
	3
	2-1

	Title Page
	The title of the paper is properly written according to MLA style; Students name, class and due date are indicated on the page; the title page is properly centered.
	The title of the paper is given, but there is 1 error in it according to MLA style; class and due date are given. The page is mostly centered.
	The title of the paper is given, but there is more than 1 error in it according to MLA style; class and due date are given. The page needs to be better formatted.
	The title of the paper is given, but there are noticeable errors which distract from the overall presentation of the paper/cover.


	Component
	5
	4
	3
	2-1

	Table of Contents
	Has properly titled the page; all the required topics are listed in order in the left margin and page numbers are in the far right margin.  It is equally balanced on the page.
	All requirements have been met with 1 error.
	All requirements have been met with 2 errors.
	Some of the requirements have not been met and/or there are 3 or more errors.


	Component
	10-9
	8
	7
	6-1

	Content 
	The student demonstrates a strong grasp of the concepts related to the song’s content. The title & paraphrasing are accurate & detailed. All aspects are accurate and insightful.
	The student demonstrates an understanding of the concepts related to the song’s content. The title & paraphrasing are accurate & showing details. All aspects are 75-85% accurate.
	The student demonstrates an inconsistent understanding of the concepts related to the song’s content. The title & paraphrasing are somewhat accurate. All aspects of this section are 65-75% accurate.
	The student attempts to demonstrate understanding of the concepts related to the song’s content. The title & paraphrasing are lacking accuracy. All aspects of this section are 65-0% accurate.


	Component
	10-9
	8
	7
	6-1

	Style (x3)
	The student demonstrates a strong grasp of the concepts related to the song’s style. The connotations  (with a key) are accurate & detailed. The tone words are engaging and well supported. All aspects are accurate and insightful.
	The student demonstrates an understanding of the concepts related to the song’s style. The connotations (with a key) are accurate & showing details. The tone words are strong and supported. All aspects are 75-85% accurate.
	The student demonstrates an inconsistent understanding of the concepts related to the song’s style. The connotations and tone words are present but could use more analysis/support to show understanding. All aspects of this section are 65-75% accurate.
	The student attempts to demonstrate understanding of the concepts related to the song’s style. The connotations and tone words are lacking accuracy and insight. More analysis is strongly suggested to improve understanding.  All aspects of this section are 65-0% accurate.


	Component
	5
	4
	3
	2-1

	Bibliography (x2)
	The bibliography is in proper MLA format and does not have any mistakes.
	The bibliography is in proper MLA format but has 1-2 minor mistakes.
	The bibliography does have 1-2 formatting errors; has 2-3 mistakes in the citations.
	The bibliography does have 2 or more formatting errors; has 4 or more mistakes in the citations.


	ESSAY
	5-4
	3
	2
	1

	Idea Development

(x6)
	There is one clear, well-focused thesis statement. Main idea stands out; Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable.  The essay is well substantiated.
	Main idea/thesis is clear; Supporting details and information are relevant, but one key issue or portion of the essay is unsupported. 
	Main idea/thesis is somewhat clear; Supporting details and information are relevant, but several key issues or portions of the essay are unsupported. 
	The main idea/thesis is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information; Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the topic. 

	Organization

(x2)
	A variety of thoughtful transitions are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected. Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader. 
	Transitions clearly show how ideas are connected, but there is little variety. Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented/introduced sometimes makes the writing less interesting. 
	Some transitions work well; but connections between other ideas are fuzzy. Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader. 
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or non-existent. Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized. 

	PRESENTATION 
(x1)
	The paper is double spaced, 12 pt, Times New Roman font, pages are numbered appropriately, margins are standard, and it is neat. 
	There is 1error with/in the required indicators. 
	There are 2-3 errors with/in the required indicators. 
	There are 4 or more errors with/in the required indicators. 
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