Literature Concepts
Unit 1-Vocabulary Building Blocks
Expository (exposition)  or Explication-A type of writing that explains

Satire-A type of writing that ridicules something, a person, group of people, or humanity at large and is done in a manner to reveal weaknesses (in either a harsh or comedic manner)

Analysis-Writing which breaks down an idea down into smaller parts to see how each part is connected and creates an affect
Character (Protagonist) A person or animal who takes part in the action of a story. This action is revealed by telling us how they look, act, think, say & how others react to them 
Foil-Character used as a contrast to one another

Conflict-A struggle or clash between opposing characters or forces
Motivation-Any force that drives or moves a character to behave in a particular way

Dialect-A way of speaking that is characteristic of a particular region or group of people

Dialogue-A conversation between two or more characters

Main Idea-The most important thing a writer has to say in a paragraph or selection

Theme-The idea about life revealed in a work of literature

Moral-A lesson about the right way to behave
Plot-The series of related events that make up a story

Quest-A perilous journey taken in pursuit of something of great value

Setting-The time and place in which a story takes place

Mood/Atmosphere-The overall mood or emotion of a work of literature

Point of View-The vantage point which a story is told

Suspense-Uncertainty or anxiety that one feels about what will happen next in the story

Foreshadowing-The use of clues to suggest events that will happen later in the story Flashback-An interruption in the action of the plot to tell what happened at an earlier time

Irony-A contrast between expectation and reality

Motif-A repeated element in storytelling

Diction-A writer or speakers choice of words

Connotation-The feelings and associations that a word suggests

Denotation-The literal, dictionary definition of a word

Figurative Language-Words or phrases that describe one thing in terms of another and is not meant to be literal (word for word)

Simile-A comparison between two things using like or as

Metaphor-A comparison in which one thing is said to be another thing

Tone-The attitude a writer takes towards the audience, subject, or a character. It is conveyed through the writer’s choice of words & details

Personification-A kind of metaphor in which a nonhuman thing or quality is talked about as if it were human

Imagery-The kind of writing that creates a clear picture of something, usually by using details that appeal to one or more of our senses

Allusion-A reference to a statement, a person, place, or an event from literature, history, religion, mythology, politics, sports or science

Symbol-Person, place, thing, or event that stands for itself and for something beyond itself as well

Paradox-Statement or situation that seems to be a contradiction but reveals a truth

